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Letter From The President

On behalf of the officers and members of the Pennsylvania Black 
Conference on Higher Education, Inc., I am extremely pleased to 
congratulate this year’s scholarship awardees. Your hard-work and 
tenacity have afforded you this great honor; and, you should be proud 
of your accomplishments. You are standing on the shoulders of great 
men and women who have gone on before you as evidenced by the 
various scholarships’ names – W. Terrell Jones, K. Leroy Irvis, Robert D. 
Lynch, Esther -Jafari Haymon and John S. Shropshire. These persons 
were pioneers who helped to make PBCOHE the great organization it 
is today. Additionally, we also have been awarding scholarships to high 
school seniors who have been accepted to colleges and universities in 
the Commonwealth. These scholarships are named after the former Chair 
of our Scholarship Committee, Dr. Judith A.W. Thomas, Dean Emerita of 
Social Science and Behavioral Studies at Lincoln University. 

Drs. Elmer and Francene Haymon are to be commended for their 
generous contribution each year which funds the Esther-Jafari Haymon 
Undergraduate International Scholarship. The scholarship is given in honor 
and memory of their mother, who supported PBCOHE in its early years 
and was the first Scholarship Committee Chairperson. 

Again, congratulations to all of our honorees and their families.  
We wish you continued success in your pursuit for academic and 
professional excellence. Remember, in the words of the African proverb, 
“The seeds of greatness are within you.”
 

Peace and Blessings,

Dr. John B. Craig

Dr. John B. Craig
PBCOHE President

February 2018
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W. TERRELL JONES EQUITY SCHOLARSHIP

Victoria Simonne Humphrey
Graduate Student
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine
Major: Doctor of Medicine

A 2014 graduate of the University of Miami, with a double major in biology 
and religious studies, as well as a minor in chemistry, Victoria Humphrey 
is a first-year medical student at the University of Pittsburgh School of 
Medicine. During her time at the University of Miami, Victoria served as the 
campus chair of her university’s MEDLIFE chapter, expanded her personal 
community service organization, Apples 4 Education, as well as served as the 
co-president of the ToyS.T.O.R.Y. Project, participated in extensive research 
ventures, and studied and lived abroad in Rome, Italy. 

Victoria is committed to philanthropy and serving those within her 
community through her role as a future physician and her passion for 
educational equity. At the University of Pittsburgh, Victoria is heavily 
involved as a student leader. Victoria is involved in student government, as 
the treasurer for the Class of 2021; Victoria is also heavily involved in her 
university’s SNMA and AMA chapters and volunteers her time with the Office 
of Admissions as a student interviewer and host. Victoria firmly believes in 
paying-it-forward and enjoys mentoring high school and undergraduate 
minority women who are interested in pursuing careers in the sciences. 
Victoria is excited to finally be closer to her immediate family, in Pittsburgh, 
and cannot wait to spend more time with them throughout her years in 
medical school.

• Not only does she work to get others involved with her service work but she 
has personally supported the other local charities we have featured at our 
meetings as well, …

• Victoria is a composed, mature, committed, professional and reflective 
student with a great sense of cultural sensitivity and civic responsibility.

• Victoria’s dedication, compassion, altruism, grit, and inner light make her an 
admirable human being and role model.  She is extremely organized, has a 
great personality, as well as an unmatched commitment to philanthropy.

COMMENTS FROM RECOMMENDERS
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PBCOHE Annual Retreat
 June 2018

Penn Stater Hotel and Convention Center
State College, PA

 

Institute for Educational 
Management and Leadership (IEML)

 June 2018
Penn Stater Hotel and Convention Center

State College, PA

Coming
Events
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ROBERT D. LYNCH LEADERSHIP SCHOLARSHIP

Eduardo F. Encarnacion
Pennsylvania State University – Berks
3.160 GPA
Major:  Biology

Hi, my name is Eduardo Encarnacion. I was born in the Dominican Republic and moved to the 
United States at the age of five. I am a current sophomore at Penn State Berks. I started college 
in the ASPIRE program, a program that assists first-year students in the transition from high 
school to college. In my time at Penn State, I have been involved in various activities including 
serving as a mentor for the ASPIRE Program; teaching assistant for a Counselor Education 
course; PEPP (Penn State Educational Partnership Program) mentor for middle school students 
in the Reading School District; volunteer at the Reading Hospital; and member of the Latino 
Unity Club.  I am honored to have been inducted in Chi Alpha Epsilon (XAE) National Honor 
Society after achieving a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 or higher for two consecutive 
semesters.  I also attended the Student Leadership Development Institute for two consecutive 
years and look forward to attending again this year! I believe these experiences will help me 
further my education so I can become a medical doctor in the future. 

 

 

• Eduardo continues to demonstrate his commitment to his own success 
and the success of others.

• Eduardo is very involved outside of the classroom and has taken many 
opportunities to better himself and make a positive impact on others.  
Eduardo truly has a heart of gold and lives to help others.

• Eduardo is the personification of passion and dedication.  He is fully 
engaged, committed, thoughtful and creative as both a thinker and 
colleague to his fellow students.

I was born in the Dominican Republic and moved to the United States at 
the age of five. I am a current sophomore at Penn State Berks. I started 
college in the ASPIRE program, a program that assists first-year students 
in the transition from high school to college. In my time at Penn State, I 
have been involved in various activities including serving as a mentor for 
the ASPIRE Program; teaching assistant for a Counselor Education course; 
PEPP (Penn State Educational Partnership Program) mentor for middle 
school students in the Reading School District; volunteer at the Reading 
Hospital; and member of the Latino Unity Club. I am honored to have been 
inducted in Chi Alpha Epsilon (XAE) National Honor Society after achieving 
a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 or higher for two consecutive 
semesters. I also attended the Student Leadership Development Institute 
for two consecutive years and look forward to attending again this year! 
I believe these experiences will help me further my education so I can 
become a medical doctor in the future. 

COMMENTS FROM RECOMMENDERS
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SCHOLARSHIP GUIDELINES
Each year the Pennsylvania Black Conference on Higher Education (PBCOHE) 
will award $1,000 scholarships to three high school seniors from high schools 
of the host Region for the annual PBCOHE Conference. PBCOHE will solicit 
scholarship applications from those schools/districts where members of the 
organization have active community service projects. 

The school/district administrations will receive written notification of the 
scholarship and application process by (same date as for all PBCOHE 
scholarship applications).

The application process and evaluation of the Dr. Judith A. Thomas scholarship 
candidates will be the responsibility of a sub-committee of the PBCOHE 
Scholarship Committee that includes three members from the annual 
conference committee and two representatives from the local school district(s).

The student selection criteria are as follows:
 1.  Student applicants must have applied and been accepted to a Pennsylvania 

college or university.
 2. Students must have a significant documented financial need. (The local 

school district members of the sub-committee will verify or document 
need). Student should have completed a FAFSA or provide verification that 
they completed and submitted the FAFSA after submitting the PBCOHE 
application prior to the awarding of the scholarship..

 3. Students should have at least a B average.
 4. Provide official high school transcript.
 5. The student and/or location sponsor(s) must submit an essay of no more 

than three 8 1/2 x 11 double-spaced typewritten pages. The essay should 
emphasize the following characteristics of the candidate:

  Leadership  Career goals
  Community service  Special talents
  Personal strengths  Honors and awards
 6. The application must include three references reachable by telephone or 

e-mail.
 7. Student applicants should be African American or of African descent.
 8.  The scholarship will be awarded to the student once he/she has 

matriculated to a Pennsylvania college or university. (The student must 
present proof of registration to PBCOHE secretary.)

 9. Student will be assigned a mentor from the PBCOHE.

Dr. Judith A. W. Thomas, President of PBCOHE 1980-
82. Scholarship Committee Chair 1982-2013. Dean of 
the School of Social Sciences and Behavioral Studies, 
Lincoln University (retired)

THE JUDITH A.W. THOMAS HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP
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K. LEROY IRVIS UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP

COMMENTS FROM RECOMMENDERS

Jeffrey Richard Camp
Junior
West Chester University of Pennsylvania
3.668 GPA
Major: Psychology

• Jeff is a young man with a strong faith who shares his devotion with others 
in a group on campus.  I believe his personality is one that exhibits respect, 
loyalty and kindness all of which come from his strong faith.

• Mr. Camp has consistently shown initiative, an unmatched pride in his work 
and an overall sense of professionalism that would appear to be beyond his 
years.

• I have observed Jeffrey interact positively amongst his peers and classmates 
through his comments that provoke thoughtful discussions about issues in 
education, social justice and psychology.

Jeffrey Camp was born and raised in South Philadelphia until he was 14 years 
old. He then moved to Upper Darby where he lived until he was 19. He now 
lives in Drexel Hill, Pennsylvania with his mother and father. 

Jeffrey had a wonderful child hood filled with memories and laughter. He was 
always a family first young man, and he absolutely loves sports. He grew into a 
solid wrestler, and nearly went undefeated in dual matches his senior year. He 
was awarded the Jaine Yas Award for Character and Community. 

His influence is evident at his church, Integrity Church Ministries, where he 
teaches Sunday School to kids ages one through twelve. Jeffrey not only 
feels obligated to obtain success for himself, but to be an example to those 
who need an example in their life. Jeffrey will ultimately obtain a master’s or 
doctorate degree in the field of psychology/sports psychology.

PBCOHE SCHOLARS
13

THE JUDITH A.W. THOMAS HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP

PBCOHE 2018
JUDITH A. W. THOMAS

HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

AMIRA ELLISON 
Harrisburg High School - SciTech Campus

GPA: 4.22
University of Pittsburgh

Major: Environment Studies

TAI ROACH-MCCLENDON
Steelton-Highspire High School

GPA: 4.04
Penn State University - Altoona

Major: Nursing
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K. LEROY IRVIS UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP

Alexis is actively involved in various organizations/clubs on campus. Her 
leadership positions include: Resident Advisor, President of the Pre-Law 
Society, Vice President of the College Democrats, Political Science Club 
Secretary, and the Secretary for the National Council for Negro Women. 
 
Alexis has been given the opportunity to participate in many prestigious 
organizations and activities based on scholastics. During the 2016 
Presidential Election, she was a Campus Fellow for the Hillary Clinton 
Campaign where she was able to meet noted figures such as Michelle 
Obama, Tim Kaine, Katie McGinty and Hilary Clinton.

In summer 2017, Alexis received two scholarships to study abroad in 
Morocco where she learned Arabic, took political science courses and 
worked with a nonprofit organization dedicated to serving underprivileged 
youth. After graduating, she will attend law school to become a family 
attorney.

 Alexis J. Walker  
	
 

 
Alexis Jordaine Walker was born on April 14, 1997 in Melbourne Florida. She graduated from Aberdeen 
High School in June of 2015 with a cumulative G.P.A. of a 3.6. As a member of the National Honor 
Society and Society of High School Scholars, Alexis always expressed her hunger for knowledge and 
relished to be in the presence of optimistic and highly motivated people.  
  
In 2015, Alexis was selected to be a Woman of Tomorrow. This award is for a young lady who 
has excelled in leadership capacities, community involvement, and most importantly her 
academic endeavors. She not only has accomplished these outstanding achievements, but also 
has gone above and beyond by ensuring her presence has made a difference and has impacted the 
lives of others. 
 
Alexis is now a third-year student at Robert Morris University (RMU) located in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. Here, she is obtaining a Bachelor of Science Degree in Political Science with a minor in 
Women and Genders Studies and finally a certificate in Nonprofit Organizations. After graduating, she 
will attend law school and achieve her ultimate career goal of becoming a Family Attorney.  Alexis is 
actively involved in various organizations/ clubs on campus. Her leadership positions among some of the 
organizations include:  Resident Advisor, President of the Pre-Law Society, Vice President of the College 
Democrats, Political Science Club Secretary, and the Secretary for the National Council for Negro 
Women.  She continues to succeed academically while maintaining her position on the Dean’s List.  
 

Alexis has been given the opportunity to participate in many prestigious organizations and activities based 
on scholastics.  During the 2016 Presidential Election, she was offered a position to be a Campus Fellow 
for the Hillary Clinton Campaign. Her primary task included: canvasing, phone banking and collecting 
polling data throughout the Pittsburgh area.  Through the duration of the campaign, she was able to meet 
noted figures such as Michelle Obama, Tim Kaine, Katie McGinty and lastly Hilary Clinton. All of the 
field experience enabled Alexis to seek a deeper connection to politics while rising above her peers.  

  

Alexis Jordaine Walker
Junior
Robert Morris University
3.38 GPA
Major: Political Science

• Alexis is both very bright and quite motivated.  She is a quick learner and 
has shown the ability to obtain large volumes of information.

• Alexis is driven by performance and continuously challenges the student 
sto perform at a higher level.

• Alexis is always willing to go the extra mile, whether it be at school leading 
the many clubs she is a part of or at work exceeding expectations.

COMMENTS FROM RECOMMENDERS

PBCOHE SCHOLARS
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K. Leroy Irvis, founder of PBCOHE. 
First Black Speaker of the House of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (1977). 
Statesman, Civil Rights Leader. 

John S. Shropshire, 10th president of 
PBCOHE (1995-1996). Dean of Enrollment 
Management at Clarion University. First 
African American elected to a county 
commissioner’s seat in the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania (1999). 

Robert D. Lynch, seventh president of 
PBCOHE (1985-1990). Retired, Lock Haven 
University. Responsible for building the 
PBCOHE Student Leadership Development 
Institute (SLDI) to what it is today. 

Esther-Jafari Haymon, educator. Mother 
of Drs. Francene and Elmer Haymon. First 
chairperson of the scholarship committee.

W. Terrell Jones, 17th President of PBCOHE 
(2008-2010). Vice provost for educational 
equity at Pennsylvania State University. 
Outstanding humanitarian. Responsible for 
recording the history of PBCOHE up to 2011.

For Whom the 
Scholarships are Named

PBCOHE SCHOLARSHIPS CRITERIA



K. LEROY IRVIS UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP

6

Madison McKenzie Ware
Sophomore
Duquesne University
3.35 GPA
Major: Supply Chain Management

Madison is an Ellis Touring Tiger, an active leader in the Ellis “Sisterhood” 
and Black Student Union and has led workshops during their Culture Jams. 
She has served on the 2008 and 2012 Obama for President Campaigns 
and the Hillary Clinton Campaign in 2016. She has assisted with the Junior 
League of Pittsburgh, Harmony Club of Homestead and Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc. She has also been the American Heart Society (Western 
PA) “Sneaky Salt” Character for the past three years where she plays that 
character in heart and health management workshops, luncheons and 
conferences. At Duquesne, Madison is a member of the Ebony Ladies, and 
has volunteered with the Susan G. Komen Walk. 

In addition to her dedication to helping others, Madison is very athletic and 
dancing is her life. She has been dancing since she was two years old. She 
was the past winner of the Omega Psi Phi Talent Hunt for dance as well as 
overall winner in 2013, and won first place in dance for 2014 and 2015. She 
was also selected as the first recipient as a “Champion of the Arts” by the 
Hill Dance Academy and Theater (HDAT) in 2013. Presently, she is a member 
of the Duquesne Dance Ensemble. 

Madison is a graduate of Penn State’s 2015 BOSS Program. She is a member 
of Mt. Ararat Baptist Church but also worships at Bethesda Presbyterian 
Church with her grandfather. 

• Madison is an impressive person from any perspective.  She has a brilliant 
future ahead of her and she exemplifies the qualities that  
Mr. Irvis exemplified so well.

• Like Congressman Irvis, Madison is talented and multidimensional as well 
as brave and resourceful…..

• Madison is a leader and a role model for those around her.

COMMENTS FROM RECOMMENDERS

PBCOHE SCHOLARS
11

PBCOHE SCHOLARSHIPS CRITERIA

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

The application should be accompanied by an essay not to 
exceed five typewritten, double-spaced pages on “Why I 
Should Receive a (name of scholarship) PBCOHE Scholarship 
Award,” an official college transcript, and three letters of 
recommendation. One letter must come from a college 
professor, but also may come from a counselor and/or any 
professional person who will discuss the candidate in relation 
to the following criteria: 1) Scholarship; 2) Interpersonal Skills; 
3) Leadership; 4) Writing, speaking, computational skills; and 
5) Any other observations about the candidate which may 
assist the scholarship committee in their evaluation of the 
candidate, and a brief bio sketch. First semester freshmen are 
ineligible to apply.

Completed applications should be sent to:

Dr. Brenda Sanders Dédé
Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs
Clarion University of Pennsylvania
840 Wood Street, Clarion, PA 16214
E-mail: bdede@clarion.edu
Phone: 814-393-2223

No application will be considered complete unless an 
official updated transcript, essay, and three letters of 
recommendation are enclosed.

Applications must be submitted 
on or before January 4, 2019.



THE ESTHER-JAFARI HAYMON SCHOLARSHIP

Daliso Talimi is a sophomore Zambian international student. He grew 
up with his family in the capital city of Zambia, Lusaka, where he also 
attended school. While in high school, Daliso took bookkeeping and 
accounting classes which made him develop a passion for the accounting 
profession. Through these classes, he also came to the realization of the 
importance of an accounting professional to the economic development  
of his nation. 

Since enrolling at Lincoln University, Daliso has been involved in different 
associations. He is a Student Ambassador for the National Association 
of Black Accountants (NABA) Philadelphia chapter, Vice President 
for NABA Lincoln University Student Chapter, a Board member of the 
African Students Association and a member of the International Student 
Association. Lastly, at Lincoln University, Daliso currently works as a Peer 
Mentor academically assisting about thirty freshman students and as a 
Peer tutor assisting students in different college-level courses.

Dalison Talimi
Sophomore
Lincoln University
3.984 GPA
Major: Accounting and Information Technology

• Daliso is very personable and would frequently stop by my office  
to talk about his courses, future plans and general campus life. 

• Daliso is an active, engaged, social and hard-working individual. He is 
not only hard-working academically, but has also exhibited leadership 
abilities in the organizations he is affiliated with on campus.

• He is a very driven young man who will succeed in a career in 
Accounting and Information Technology.

COMMENTS FROM RECOMMENDERS
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The W. Terrell Jones Educational Equity Scholarship
One scholarship will be awarded to a graduate student who meets the following 
criteria:

• Extracurricular activity participation.
• Leadership qualities.
• Evidence of work and/or volunteer service in the area of educational equity
• Interpersonal qualities as alluded to by the student’s references.
• Essay in no more than five typewritten, double-spaced pages on “Why I 

Should Receive a W. Terrell Jones Educational Equity Scholarship.”
• 3.0 or above grade-point-average.
• Brief bio sketch and photograph.
• Earned six graduate hours.

The Robert D. Lynch Leadership Scholarship
ALL of the criteria listed under the K. Leroy Irvis Scholarship category, with 
special emphasis on the student’s leadership skills and academic record, and:

• Must have attended the Robert D. Lynch Student Leadership Development 
Institute (SLDI).

• Essay in no more than five typewritten, double-spaced pages on  
“Why I should receive the Robert D. Lynch Leadership Scholarship.

The Esther-Jafari Hamon International Student Scholarship
The successful recipient of this scholarship must meet the following criteria:

• Valid registration at a college or university in Pennsylvania as an International 
Student.

• Outstanding scholarship.
• Be at least in sophomore year of matriculation.
• Student must demonstrate leadership skills and participation in co-curricular 

activities.
• Three letters of recommendation are required. One of the three letters of 

recommendation MUST come from a director and/or advisor of International 
Students.

• Essay in no more than five typewritten, double-spaced pages on “Why I 
Should Receive the Esther-Jafari Haymon International Student Scholarship.”

• Brief bio sketch and photograph.

PBCOHE SCHOLARSHIPS CRITERIA



THE JOHN S. SHROPSHIRE GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP

COMMENTS FROM RECOMMENDERS

Armani A. Davis
Graduate Student
Robert Morris University
3.63 GPA
Major: Instructional Management and Leadership

• Armani is always looking for an opportunity to “Pay it forward” by 
reaching back and investing in the lives of other “at-risk” youth.

• Armani has displayed a maturity, motivational level and seriousness of 
purpose which I have rarely encountered during my interactions with 
college students and young professionals.

• Armani’s strengths are many. One is his perseverance. He will not give up 
in his pursuit of educational excellence. Another strength that stands out 
is his leadership among his peers. He is personable, encouraging,  
and possesses a sense of humor that draws other to him.

Armani Davis grew up in Homestead, PA. He was not always a good student 
but credits his turn around to caring teachers and mentors who helped him 
navigate a brighter path than he could see for himself. 

Armani is is passionate about strengthening the potential for success for 
at-risk students. He believes education is the primary tool for seeking 
meaningful work and relationships. By ensuring education at the lower 
levels and in impoverished communities, the pool of future leaders will 
be substantially larger. Armani created his own non-profit organization, 
entitled “Exposure: Life Through a Different Lens,” whose mission is to 
expose impoverished students to different walks of life than what they see 
every day.  

PBCOHE SCHOLARS
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A Scholarship Note From:
Dr. Brenda Sanders Dédé, Chairperson 
PBCOHE, Inc. Scholarship Committee

The Pennsylvania Black Conference on Higher Education, Inc. will award 
$1,000 scholarships to the most talented undergraduate and graduate African 
American students in the Commonwealth. 

*First-semester freshmen students are not eligible.

The scholarships and their respective criteria are herein listed:

The K. Leroy Irvis Undergraduate PBCOHE Scholarship

These $1,000 scholarships will be awarded in each of the regions (Eastern, 
Central, Western) in Pennsylvania to undergraduate students who meet these 
criteria:

• Outstanding scholarship
• Extracurricular activaity participation
• Leadership qualities
• Interpersonal qualities as alluded to by the student’s references
• Essay in no more than five typewritten, double-spaced pages on  

“Why I Should Receive a K. Leroy Irvis Scholarship”
• 3.0 or above grade-point-average
• Brief bio sketch and photograph

The John S. Shropshire Graduate Scholarship
All of the criteria listed under the K. Leroy Irvis Scholarship category, and:

• Earned six graduate credits/hours of study (minimum)
• Essay in no more than five typewritten, double-spaced pages on  

“Why I Should Receive the John S. Shropshire Graduate Scholarship.”

PBCOHE SCHOLARSHIPS CRITERIA


