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Letter From The President

Pennsylvania Black Conference
on Higher Education, Inc.

33rd Annual Robert D. Lynch
Student Leadership
Development Institute
October 18-20, 2019
Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey Hotel
4650 Lindle Road
Harrisburg, PA 17111

On behalf of the officers and members of the Pennsylvania Black
Conference on Higher Education, Inc., I am extremely pleased to
congratulate this year’s scholarship awardees. Your hard work and
tenacity have afforded you this great honor; and, you should be proud
of your accomplishments. You are standing on the shoulders of great
men and women who have gone on before you as evidenced by the
various scholarships’ names – K. Leroy Irvis, Robert D. Lynch, Esther Jafari Haymon and John S. Shropshire. These persons were pioneers who
helped to make PBCOHE the great organization it is today. Additionally,
we also have been awarding scholarships to high school seniors who
have been accepted to colleges and universities in the Commonwealth.
These scholarships are named after the former Chair of our Scholarship
Committee and past President of PBCOHE, Dr. Judith A.W. Thomas, Dean
Emerita of Social Science and Behavioral Studies at Lincoln University.
Drs. Elmer and Francene Haymon are to be commended for their
generous contribution each year which funds the Esther-Jafari Haymon
Undergraduate International Scholarship. The scholarship is given in honor
and memory of their mother, who supported PBCOHE in its early years
and was the first Scholarship Committee Chairperson.
Again, congratulations to all of our honorees and their families. We wish
you continued success in your pursuit for academic and professional
excellence. Remember, in the words of the African proverb, “The seeds
of greatness are within you.”
Peace and Blessings,
Dr. John B. Craig

Dr. John B. Craig
PBCOHE President

www.pbcohe.com
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W. TERRELL JONES EQUITY SCHOLARSHIP

Victoria Simonne Humphrey

Graduate Student
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine
Major: Doctor of Medicine

A 2014 graduate of the University of Miami, with a double major in biology
and religious studies, and a minor in chemistry, Victoria is a second-year
medical student at the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine. During
her time at the University of Miami, Victoria served as the campus chair of
her university’s MEDLIFE chapter, expanded her personal community service
organization, Apples 4 Education: Advocating for Educational Equality.
Victoria is committed to philanthropy and serving those within her
community through her role as a future physician and her passion for
educational equity. At the University of Pittsburgh, Victoria is heavily
involved as a student leader and in student government, as treasurer for
the Class of 2021. Victoria is also heavily involved in her university’s SNMA
and AMA chapters and volunteers her time with the Office of Admissions as
a student interviewer and host.
She firmly believes in paying-it-forward and enjoys mentoring high school
and undergraduate minority women who are interested in pursuing careers
in the sciences. Victoria is excited to finally be closer to her immediate
family, in Pittsburgh, and cannot wait to spend more time with them
throughout her years in medical school.

COMMENTS FROM RECOMMENDERS
• “Her service and leadership experiences are impressive … As a physician,
Victoria wants to be an agent of change in underserved communities.
Victoria is a composed, mature, committed, professional and reflective
student with a great sense of cultural sensitivity and civic responsibility.
• Victoria’s dedication, compassion, altruism, grit and inner light make her
an admirable human being and role model. She pours her heart into every
community endeavor that she takes on.

Coming
Events
PBCOHE Annual Retreat
June 2019
Institute for Educational
Management and Leadership (IEML)
June 2019
PBCOHE Annual Conference
50th Anniversary
March 26-28, 2020
Sheraton Hotel - Station Square
Pittsburgh, PA

• She is bright, articulate, and is as beautiful on the inside as she is on
the outside. It is clear to me that Victoria holds a very special place
in her heart for not only our veterans, but for anyone that needs help.”

PBCOHE SCHOLARS
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THE JUDITH A.W. THOMAS HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP

SCHOLARSHIP GUIDELINES
Each year the Pennsylvania Black Conference on Higher Education (PBCOHE)
will award $1,000 scholarships to two high school seniors from high schools
of the host Region for the annual PBCOHE Conference. PBCOHE will solicit
scholarship applications from those schools/districts where members of the
organization have active community service projects.
The school/district administrations will receive written notification of the
scholarship and application process by (same date as for all PBCOHE
scholarship applications).
The application process and evaluation of the Dr. Judith A. Thomas scholarship
candidates will be the responsibility of a sub-committee of the PBCOHE
Scholarship Committee that includes three members from the annual
conference committee and two representatives from the local school district(s).
The student selection criteria are as follows:
1.		Student applicants must have applied and been accepted to a Pennsylvania
college or university.
2. Students must have a significant documented financial need. (The local
school district members of the sub-committee will verify or document
need). Student should have completed a FAFSA or provide verification that
they completed and submitted the FAFSA after submitting the PBCOHE
application prior to the awarding of the scholarship.
3. Students should have at least a B average.
4. Students should provide official high school transcript.
5. The student and/or location sponsor(s) must submit an essay of no more
than three 8 1/2 x 11 double-spaced typewritten pages. The essay should
emphasize the following characteristics of the candidate:
		 Leadership		
Career goals
		 Community service		
Special talents
		 Personal strengths		
Honors and awards
6. The application must include three references reachable by telephone or
e-mail.
7. Student applicants should be African American or of African descent.
8. The scholarship will be awarded to the student once he/she has matriculated
to a Pennsylvania college or university. (The student must present proof of
registration to PBCOHE secretary.)
9. Scholarship award will be sent directly to the university that the student
is attending.
10. Student will be assigned a mentor from the PBCOHE.

Dr. Judith A. W. Thomas, President of PBCOHE
1980-82. Scholarship Committee Chair 1982-2013.
Dean of the School of Social Sciences and Behavioral
Studies, Lincoln University (retired)
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ROBERT D. LYNCH LEADERSHIP SCHOLARSHIP

Frederick Dean Shegog
Sophomore
Delaware County Community College
3.66 GPA
Major: Communication

Frederick Shegog is an honors student at Delaware County Community
College, where he is majoring in communications. He founded The
Message, a motivational-speaking organization, and is a person in recovery.
Between the time he lived in addiction and now, he has gone from
identifying as a homeless, dumpster-diving, non-hygienic man to a person
who is asked to teach Sunday School, sponsor a child in Africa, co-parent,
and attend events as a motivational speaker.

COMMENTS FROM RECOMMENDERS
• “… his incredible interpersonal skills, leadership capabilities, writing skills
and speaking skills really put him in a category all his own.
• Frederick is a dynamic student who works extremely hard and is very
persistent towards the fulfillment of his goals. Through Frederick’s
thought-provoking and uplifting presentations about substance abuse
along with his realistic message to survive addition, Frederick has made
a significant impact in the lives of college students and members of the
community.
• Frederick is a take-charge, likeable person who wants to learn. He is
curious and idea-driven with a unique ability to be both a team member
and a leader. …his extracurricular activities as a motivational speaker and
active church member have taught him the valuable lessons of generosity,
collaboration, and accountability.”

PBCOHE SCHOLARS
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K. LEROY IRVIS UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPEASTERN REGION

THE JUDITH A.W. THOMAS HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP

Gia Corrae Beaton

Sophomore
Villanova University
3.79 GPA
Major: Political Science and Economics

Farrah Cesar

Frankford High School
GPA: 3.97
West Chester University of PA
Major: Nursing/Health
Gia Beaton is a sophomore at Villanova University, from Loveville, Maryland,
and is double-majoring in Political Science and Economics. Gia is involved in
several organizations on campus which include but are not limited to: Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, the Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service
Committee, the REACH Mentoring and Tutoring Program.
Gia enjoys spending time with her family and friends as well as giving back
to the community in any way that she can. She is currently a student intern
at the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation in the Risk Management
Supervision Division.
After graduation she plans to attend Harvard Law School and enroll in
their dual JD/MBA program. Her ultimate goal is to become the first
African-American female Supreme Court Justice.

Amirah Freeman

John Bartram High School
GPA: 3.76
Major: Nursing

COMMENTS FROM RECOMMENDERS
• “I can attest to Gia’s considerable gifts as a public speaker. She was
wonderful- poised, engaging, and very clear about what she has done and
what she had learned. Gia is also gracious and generous toward her peers.
• …, Ms. Beaton was always poised and composed. She was pleasant with
everyone with whom she interacted and, a very telling trait was her ability
to maintain that composure during difficult encounters.
• She has exceptional organizational and interpersonal skills. Ms. Beaton
consistently exhibited the FDIC’s core values: integrity; competence;
teamwork; effectiveness; accountability; and fairness. She is inquisitive,
open to diverse perspectives, and seeks to understand before reaching
conclusions about people or tasks.”

Shayla Whitmore

Horace Howard Furness High School
GPA 3.88
LaSalle University
Major: Social Work

PBCOHE SCHOLARS
4

13

PBCOHE SCHOLARSHIPS CRITERIA

K. LEROY IRVIS UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPCENTRAL REGION

Rhiana Faith Williams-Perez
For Whom the
Scholarships are Named
K. Leroy Irvis, founder of PBCOHE.
First Black Speaker of the House of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (1977).
Statesman, Civil Rights Leader.

John S. Shropshire, 10th president of
PBCOHE (1995-1996). Dean of Enrollment
Management at Clarion University. First
African American elected to a county
commissioner’s seat in the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania (1999).

Robert D. Lynch, seventh president of
PBCOHE (1985-1990). Retired, Lock Haven
University. Responsible for building the
PBCOHE Student Leadership Development
Institute (SLDI) to what it is today.

Sophomore
Harrisburg Area Community College – York Campus
3.50 GPA
Major: Criminal Justice

Rhianna is currently a student at the York Campus of Harrisburg Area
Community College (HACC) and is pursuing an Associates in Criminal Justice.
Upon graduation she will be attending Penn State World Campus to obtain a
bachelors in Criminal Justice.
She was born in New York City and moved to Pennsylvania when she was
six years old. She enjoys intellectual activities and conversation and helping
others in need. Prior to college, Rhiana was also a cadet in the Dallastown
Area High School Marine Junior Reserve Officer Training Core (MCJROTC).
She was in two leadership roles, including a physical fitness team captain
and a member of the Battalion staff. She also participated in community
service events and competed in drill competitions.
Rhiana is a well-rounded individual who has taken on the challenge of
attending a higher education institution and being a productive member
in her community.

COMMENTS FROM RECOMMENDERS
Esther-Jafari Haymon, educator. Mother
of Drs. Francene and Elmer Haymon. First
chairperson of the scholarship committee.

• “…she is goal oriented, responsible, accountable, intelligent, committed,
and scholarly in her pursuits. Overall, Rhiana is a well-rounded student
who has the intellect, morals and commitment to be successful in rigorous
courses and projects, but she also has the character that will lead her
to succeed in situations where communication and maturity are valued.

W. Terrell Jones, 17th President of PBCOHE
(2008-2010). Vice provost for educational
equity at Pennsylvania State University.
Outstanding humanitarian. Responsible for
recording the history of PBCOHE up to 2011.

• Her dedication to subject matter and the learning environment excelled
above her peers. Her fellow group members respected and valued her
opinion moving through the course.
• Ms. Williams-Perez is bright and humble, yet at the same time she displays
the tenacity of a person who will accomplish a great deal in her life.”

PBCOHE SCHOLARS
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K. LEROY IRVIS UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPWESTERN REGION

PBCOHE SCHOLARSHIPS CRITERIA

Alexis Jordaine Walker
Senior
Robert Morris University
3.47 GPA
Major: Political Science

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

Alexis is a rising senior at Robert Morris where she was featured on the front
page of their website for receiving numerous academic scholarships. Her
ultimate career goal is to become an International Diplomat and acquire a
career in an embassy dedicated to African Affairs.
Due to her strong beliefs in education reform and international relations,
she engaged in an intensive five-week program to learn Arabic in Meknes,
Morocco; where she studied political science and worked in a nonprofit
organization dedicated to women and underprivileged children. Alexis is
deliberative, a high achiever, individualistic, futuristic, focused, and goal
oriented. She chartered the National Council of Negro Women (NCNW),
dedicated to a Black women’s coalition on a predominantly white campus.
Outside of the classroom, Alexis devoted her time to politics, from hauling
yard signs of Congressman Lamb in the trunk of her car, to canvassing
for Hillary Clinton, and even hosting voter registration drives for her peers
at RMU. She continues to inspire and encourage other young voters to
get involved. Through her political endeavors, she has been afforded the
opportunity to meet political figures such as Michelle Obama, Joe Biden,
Hillary Clinton, and Tim Kaine.

COMMENTS FROM RECOMMENDERS
• “Alexis’ strengths are her uncanny ability to bring positive energy to
any situation, as well as her exceptional leadership. Alexis is an openminded individual with a flexible approach to work, which enables
accommodation of change.
• Alexis is a remarkable student and leader. The Board of Directors of
Sisters Striving for Success (Aberdeen, Maryland) has presented her
with numerous awards in recognition of her leadership, dedication,
and commitment to the organization and the youth we serve.

The application should be accompanied by an essay not to
exceed five typewritten, double-spaced pages on “Why I
Should Receive a (name of scholarship) PBCOHE Scholarship
Award,” an official college transcript, and three letters of
recommendation. One letter must come from a college
professor, but also may come from a counselor and/or any
professional person who will discuss the candidate in relation
to the following criteria: 1) Scholarship; 2) Interpersonal Skills;
3) Leadership; 4) Writing, speaking, computational skills; and
5) Any other observations about the candidate which may
assist the scholarship committee in their evaluation of the
candidate, and a brief bio sketch. First semester freshmen are
ineligible to apply.
Completed applications should be sent to:
Dr. Brenda Sanders Dédé
P.O. Box 290
Clarion, PA 16214
E-mail: bsdede48@gmail.com
No application will be considered complete unless an
official updated transcript, essay, and three letters of
recommendation are enclosed.

Applications must be submitted
on or before January 17, 2020.

• Alexis is scholarly, engaging, positive and compassionate. Her ability to
relate to diverse populations and her infectious personality are just a few
assets she poses. She is eager and always open to change and learning
something new.”

PBCOHE SCHOLARS
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PBCOHE SCHOLARSHIPS CRITERIA

THE ESTHER-JAFARI HAYMON SCHOLARSHIP

Nkechi Simeon Ojeah
The Robert D. Lynch Leadership Scholarship
ALL of the criteria listed under the K. Leroy Irvis Scholarship category, with
special emphasis on the student’s leadership skills and academic record, and:

Junior
Lincoln University
3.902 GPA
Major: Nursing

• Must have attended the Robert D. Lynch Student Leadership Development
Institute (SLDI).
• Essay in no more than five typewritten, double-spaced pages on
“Why I should receive the Robert D. Lynch Leadership Scholarship.”

The Esther-Jafari Hamon International Student Scholarship
The successful recipient of this scholarship must meet the following criteria:
• Valid registration at a college or university in Pennsylvania as an International
Student.
• Outstanding scholarship.
• Be at least in sophomore year of matriculation.
• Student must demonstrate leadership skills and participation in co-curricular
activities.
• Three letters of recommendation are required. One of the three letters of
recommendation MUST come from a director and/or advisor of International
Students.
• Essay in no more than five typewritten, double-spaced pages on
“Why I Should Receive the Esther-Jafari Haymon International Student
Scholarship.”
• Brief bio sketch and photograph for program booklet.

The John S. Shropshire Graduate Scholarship
All of the criteria listed under the K. Leroy Irvis Scholarship category, and:
• Earned six graduate credits/hours of study (minimum)
• Essay in no more than five typewritten, double-spaced pages on
“Why I Should Receive the John S. Shropshire Graduate Scholarship.”

Nkechi is an international student from Nigeria. Having tragically lost her
father at the age of 14, she developed a passion for medicine with the
ultimate goal of improving Nigeria’s national healthcare system.
At Lincoln, she was actively involved in the Pre-Med Club (secretary),
African Students Association (ASA), and the National Council of Negro
Women (NCNW).
During the past two summers, she completed internships at prominent
universities, including the University of Pittsburgh and the University of
Pennsylvania, where she worked on research projects related to healthcare.
Through her tragic personal ordeal and strong interest in the sciences,
she found a deep passion for a career in healthcare. After schooling and
training in America, gaining competent clinical skills, her ultimate goal is
to return home to practice while working toward an influential politicsrelated position where she can have a more significant impact on Nigeria’s
national healthcare system.

COMMENTS FROM RECOMMENDERS
• “She is exceptionally motivated, disciplined, hard-working and sincere.
She is an outstanding leader and advocate who is very passionate
about issues concerning women and children.
• She performed head and shoulders above the other students. Nkechi has
high potential to succeed in healthcare both as a practitioner and
a researcher.
• Clearly, she has demonstrated the discipline, emotional stamina, and
academic rigor that are necessary to pursue, with success, her nursing
studies. From the onset, I was impressed with her demeanor and the
hard work and effort she put into her studies.”

PBCOHE SCHOLARS
10

7

PBCOHE SCHOLARSHIPS CRITERIA

THE JOHN S. SHROPSHIRE GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP

Crystal Diann Taylor

Graduate Student
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine
Major: Doctor of Medicine

A Scholarship Note From:
Dr. Brenda Sanders Dédé, Chairperson
PBCOHE, Inc. Scholarship Committee
The Pennsylvania Black Conference on Higher Education, Inc. will award
$1,000 scholarships to talented undergraduate and graduate African
American and other underrepresented students (persons of color) in the
Commonwealth.

A third-year medical student at the University of Pittsburgh School of
Medicine, Crystal is driven by her passion to serve others in the community
and her school. She received a Bachelor of Science degree in biology from
the University of Miami and a Master of Public Health degree from the
University of Miami Miller School of Medicine before starting medical school.
Crystal served as medical student liaison for the Pre-Medical Organization for
Minority Students her first year at Pitt where she helped students successfully
matriculate into medical school. She is an honor council representative where
she upholds the medical school code of professionalism.
Crystal volunteered at the Birmingham Free Clinic and Women’s Center Clinic
where she served as medical student coordinator, performed administrative
tasks, and helped with fundraising. She coordinated a medical student
soup kitchen at the Light of Life Rescue Mission and continues to volunteer
serving meals to the homeless.

COMMENTS FROM RECOMMENDERS
• “…Crystal Taylor stands out as a future physician who is committed
to addressing the needs of underserved patients with passion and
unwavering unselfish advocacy. She had the will to finish college and
pursue a career in medicine while having to work at the same time.
• A ‘mover and shaker’ since she arrived in Pittsburgh, Crystal wasted no
time in getting engaged both on and off campus. Crystal is a servantleader in every sense of the term. It was clear that Crystal is held in
high regard by her peers, both personally and intellectually.

*First-semester freshmen students are NOT eligible.
The scholarships and their respective criteria are herein listed:

The K. Leroy Irvis Undergraduate Scholarship
These $1,000 scholarships will be awarded in each of the regions
(Eastern, Central, Western) in Pennsylvania to undergraduate students
who meet these criteria:
•
•
•
•
•

Outstanding scholarship
Extracurricular activaity participation
Leadership qualities
Interpersonal qualities as alluded to by the student’s references
Essay in no more than five typewritten, double-spaced pages on
“Why I Should Receive a K. Leroy Irvis Scholarship”
• 3.0 or above grade-point-average
• Brief bio sketch and photograph

The W. Terrell Jones Educational Equity Scholarship
ALL of the criteria listed under the K. Leroy Irvis Scholarship category, with
special emphasis on the student’s leadership skills and academic record, and:
Evidence of work and/or volunteer service in the area of educational equity.
Essay in no more than five typewritten, double-spaced pages on “Why I
should receive the W. Terrell Jones Educational Equity Scholarship.”

• Crystal’s scores on course assignments and exams were solid. Her
maturity is exceptional. She has great potential to become an outstanding
physician, patient advocate, and communicator.”

PBCOHE SCHOLARS
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