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Letter From The President

On behalf of the officers and members of the Pennsylvania Black  
Conference on Higher Education, Inc., I am extremely pleased to  
congratulate this year’s scholarship awardees. Your hard-work and  
tenacity have afforded you this great honor; and, you should be proud 
of your accomplishments. You are standing on the shoulders of great 
men and women who have gone on before you as evidenced by  
the various scholarships’ names – K. Leroy Irvis, Robert D. Lynch,  
Esther-Jafari Haymon and John S. Shropshire. These persons were  
pioneers who helped to make PBCOHE the great organization it is  
today. 

Additionally, we also have been awarding scholarships to high school 
seniors who have been accepted to colleges and universities in the  
commonwealth. These scholarships are named after the former chair  
of our Scholarship Committee, Dr. Judith A.W. Thomas, Dean Emerita  
of Social Science and Behavioral Studies at Lincoln University. 

Drs. Elmer and Francene Haymon are to be commended for their  
generous contribution each year which funds the Esther-Jafari Haymon 
Undergraduate Scholarship. The scholarship is given in honor and  
memory of their mother, who supported PBCOHE in its early years  
and was the first Scholarship Committee chairperson. 

Again, congratulations to all of our honorees and their families. We wish 
you continued success in your pursuit for academic and professional 
excellence. Remember, in the words of the African proverb, “The seeds 
of greatness are within you.” 
 
Peace and Blessings,

Dr. John B. Craig

Dr. John B. Craig
PBCOHE President

 March 2020
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PBCOHE SCHOLARS

COMMENTS FROM RECOMMENDERS

• “… and I know him to be reliable, good humored, and a great class 
contributor. I might even characterize him as an ideal student, because  
he seems to have a good attitude about all things in which he engages, 
and he is always about doing a high-quality job.

• In addition to his academic capabilities, he has proven himself to be a 
valuable member of the student body at Cheyney University. Although 
reserved at times, one significant issue is his desire to be friendly and 
warm with his colleagues. Mr. Murrell is a hardworking individual who  
has a love for learning.

• Despite the rigorous requirements and high standards ingrained in my 
courses, Mr. Murrell has consistently shown outstanding performance.  
I can attest to the fact that he is goal-oriented, very hardworking, a fine 
clear writer and has shown excellent academic promise and ability. His 
strong leadership and community service are exemplary.”

SPECIAL 50TH ANNIVERSARY AWARDS

Seon A. Murrell is the second child in his family to attend college and much 
is expected of him. He is currently in his junior year at Cheney University of 
Pennsylvania, working on obtaining his bachelor’s degree in criminal justice. 

Seon Murrell has demonstrated countless times great interpersonal social 
skills when working with his fellow peers. He has worked tirelessly to form 
valuable connections with professors and professionals in the field of  
criminology. 

Murrell is a known name among his fellow peers and faculty as an individual 
who has shown academic excellence and deep commitment to his studies.

Seon Aldwin Murrell
Junior
Cheyney University of Pennsylvania
GPA: 3.66
Major: Criminal Justice
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PBCOHE SCHOLARS

SPECIAL 50TH ANNIVERSARY AWARDS

Nazirah C. Purnell
Junior
Lincoln University of Pennsylvania
3.89 GPA
Major: Political Science

Nazirah Purnell is a third-year student at Lincoln University of Pennsylvania, 
the nation’s first degree granting Historically Black College/University.  
She is a political science major with minors in English and pre-law, and has  
a vested interest in working in the public sector. 

As a first-generation college student, her identity has fueled her passion  
for reforming our nation’s broken education system. Nazirah believes in  
the power that empathy has to unite people and solve the world’s most  
intractable issues, and thus has chartered a nonprofit, “Narrative 4,”  
on her campus to use empathy to create social change in her community. 

Nazirah is a tutor, resident advisor, part of multiple organizations, and runs 
cross country track and field. After she obtains her undergraduate degree, 
she will pursue an MPP and JD in a joint degree program.

•  “Of the talented students I had the pleasure of instructing and learning 
from during the course of that year, it was Ms. Purnell who most 
impressed me with her aptitude, integrity, and dependability. Her ability  
to take current scholarship and combine it with the course materials  
to form consistently coherent and well-executed discussion contributions 
was also very impressive.

• Ms. Purnell demonstrates outstanding campus involvement by serving 
as captain of the women’s track team, tutor for student athletes, and 
a member of the judicial board. … her ability to blend scholarship with 
student leadership is what makes Nazirah an outstanding candidate for 
this award.

• As an aspiring education reform advocate, Ms. Purnell has what I believe 
are two qualities needed to succeed in any endeavor she sets out on – 
intellectual capability and a deep personal commitment to excellence  
in her field.”

COMMENTS FROM RECOMMENDERS
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PBCOHE SCHOLARS

K. LEROY IRVIS UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP
WESTERN REGION

Ra’naa Billingsley
Senior
Duquesne University
GPA: 3.53
Major: Education

My name is Ra’naa Billingsley. I am soon to graduate from Duquesne  
University with my bachelor’s degree in middle level education grades 4-8 
and an English minor. I am currently student teaching at Young Scholars of 
McKeesport Charter School where I teach five different classes across three 
different grades.

I love working with, and have a lot of experience working with, urban youth. 
I have a huge love for literature, art, culture, writing, and I am passionate 
about spreading this throughout all communities. I have two sons who  
inspire me every day to make the world a better place for them.

• “I believe Ra’naa represents the best of Duquesne University’s School  
of Education – she is committed to social justice, she is determined, and 
she has vision. …Ra’naa approached her work at Duquesne with a maturity 
and a focus not commonly found among the average college student.

• Ra’naa is a very strong woman in many ways. She has been a very 
motivated student teacher, taking that role and the development of her 
skillset very seriously. She has maintained part-time and, at times,  
full-time employment during the entirety of her time in college.

• A strong worker and dynamic young woman, Ra’naa approaches every 
part of life with passion and excellence. Her motivation and dedication  
will continue to take her far in life, and I am confident of her success.”

COMMENTS FROM RECOMMENDERS



7

PBCOHE SCHOLARS

K. LEROY IRVIS UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP
CENTRAL REGION

Frederick Dean Shegog
Sophomore
Delaware County Community College
GPA: 3.64
Major: Communications

Frederick Shegog an honors student at Delaware County Community  
College, where he is majoring in communications. He founded The Message 
LLC, a motivational-speaking organization, and is a person in recovery.  

Despite a decade of alcohol abuse and time spent homeless, Shegog was 
able to transform himself into an honors student in just two years. Frederick 
has been selected for several scholarships/awards, including national  
recognition as a Coca-Cola Leaders of Promise scholar. 

Recently Shegog was named to the All-State PA academic team. Shegog 
plans to earn a doctorate in communications and increase funding for  
recovery programs.

• “Because his personal story was authentic and inspirational, not only did 
we choose to award him a scholarship in 2018 (and again in 2019), we 
also selected him to serve as a volunteer to engage with our donors at 
our annual Scholarship Dinner both years. At these events, we recognized 
his professionalism, enthusiasm and ability to forge connections with our 
attendees.

• Freddie consistently demonstrates his open and insightful nature – even 
online discussions, where he has led by keen example. Freddie is very 
intelligent and I believe that, with his level of initiative, he will be able to 
achieve anything that he puts his mind to.

• Freddy is also a talented public speaker. One of the characteristics that 
makes Freddy a remarkable student is his commitment to self-growth. 
Another quality that I believe makes Freddy a remarkable student is that 
he demonstrates a genuine concern for, curiosity towards, and awareness 
of others.”

COMMENTS FROM RECOMMENDERS
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PBCOHE SCHOLARS

K. LEROY IRVIS UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP
EASTERN REGION

Amondo Sean Clayton, II
Junior
West Chester University of Pennsylvania
GPA: 3.65
Major: Computer Science

I am currently a third-year student at West Chester University of Pennsylva-
nia, where I major in computer science with minors in white collar crime  
and finance and a certificate in cyber security. 

I am part of a five-year accelerated program at the university and I will 
graduate with my bachelor of science in May 2010 and my master of science 
in August 2022. I am a member of the Computer Science Club and an  
Emergent Leader in the Lawrence Dowdy Multicultural Center. 

I am a native of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Upon graduation from West 
Chester, I plan to work in the field of cyber security and networking. I aim  
to protect all individuals and companies from phishing and other cyber- 
related attacks. Finally, I want to open up my own non-profit business:  
ASC Solutions. My business will assist low- to middle-income people with  
all of their technological needs.

• “ …Amondo impressed me with his aptitude to learn, and his ability to 
articulate different concepts in and out of the classroom. Amondo’s ability 
to conceptualize academic leadership and bring innovation to problem 
solving through his ability to network has endeared him to me.

• He is a spectacular student. He definitely wants to be a lifelong learner. 
Amondo is highly-focused, personable, considerate, competent, and 
detailed oriented. He is exemplary and exceeds the maturity and vigor 
that you would find in a typical college student.

• Throughout Amondo’s academic career, I have always known him to 
be diligent, inquisitive, creative and devoted to learning. He displays a 
maturity and technical savvy that extends far beyond his years. With all 
of his capacity, however, he remains humble and teachable. He is a kind 
person, not arrogant, but a team player who is very helpful to others.”

COMMENTS FROM RECOMMENDERS
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W. TERRELL JONES EQUITY SCHOLARSHIP

Victoria Simonne Humphrey
Graduate Student
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine
Major: Doctor of Medicine

PBCOHE SCHOLARS

COMMENTS FROM RECOMMENDERS

A 2014 graduate of the University of Miami, with a double major in biology 
and religious studies, as well as a minor in chemistry, Victoria Humphrey is 
a third-year medical student. She has received numerous accolades for her 
community involvement including earning second runner-up placement at 
the 2016 Miss Florida Pageant, winning the title of Miss National Sweetheart 
2016-2017, placing in the top 15 at Miss Pennsylvania USA 2020, and being 
named a top volunteer by her state’s governor.

Victoria is committed to philanthropy and serving her community as a  
future physician with a passion for educational equity. At the University  
of Pittsburgh, she is an active student leader, class treasurer, involved in the 
university’s SNMA and AMA chapters, and started her own initiative, Snacks 
for STEM. Victoria firmly believes in paying-it-forward and enjoys mentoring 
high school and undergraduate minority women who are interested in  
pursuing careers in the sciences. In her free time, Victoria enjoys traveling, 
visiting local farmer’s markets, and trying new workout classes.

• “I have always been impressed with Victoria’s dedication to volunteerism, 
juggling work with several organizations…, all while studying full time…  
She also gave back to underserved students in her community via the 
Science Made Sensible program… which serves to mentor young students 
at inner city schools to pursue careers in the sciences.

• Within the local chapter of the SNMA, Victoria is an active member of the 
executive board, which supports increased diversity with the School of 
Medicine. She strives toward personal achievement while helping and 
motivating those around her with her positive outlook and team approach.

• During a summer in New York City, Victoria volunteered with Heart-to-Heart  
Community Outreach, providing free health care screenings in underserved 
neighborhoods. She is composed, mature, committed, professional and 
reflective, with a great sense of cultural sensitivity and civic responsibility.”
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PBCOHE SCHOLARS

COMMENTS FROM RECOMMENDERS

ROBERT D. LYNCH LEADERSHIP SCHOLARSHIP

Carlton Jarmon
Sophomore
The Pennsylvania State University
GPA: 3.77
Major: Finance/Business Spanish

Currently studying abroad in Spain, Carlton is a sophomore finance major  
at Penn State University. His career objective is to leverage a proven  
knowledge of strategic business planning accounting, and auditing skills  
to successfully fill a financial services role with a company. 

At Penn State, he has worked in the university writing center, the Depart-
ment of Annual Giving, and Alumni Relations. He has also been a student 
intern at Hershey Entertainment and Resorts.

His leadership skills and affiliations include: Secretary of the Penn State 
National Association of Black Accountants and Treasurer of the Penn State 
Lunar Lion. He is on the Penn State Dean’s list and is nominated for  
membership in the Penn State Phi Eta Sigma National Honor Society.

• “Mr. Jarmon demonstrates a commitment to diversity and leadership with 
his active involvement in several student organizations. He serves as the 
secretary of the National Association of Black Accountants at Penn 
State and serves as treasurer for the Lunar Lion at Penn State, where he 
manages the accounts for all the organization’s expenses and revenues.

• Volunteering for URSA and attendance at the Robert D. Lynch Student 
Leadership Development Institute show leadership. His experience as a 
writing tutor emphasizes his ability to communicate both through writing 
and mentorship. …I offered to have Carlton as one of my undergraduate 
TAs ….. Unfortunately, Carlton had to decline because he will be studying 
abroad in Spain and increasing his leadership with this experience.

• Carlton is highly responsible, has a very strong sense of work ethic, and 
personal responsibility, is committed to academic rigor and discourse, and 
to fill in gaps in his knowledge in order to be successful. I am certain that 
Carlton has a very bright future ahead of him.”
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PBCOHE SCHOLARS

ESTHER-JAFARI HAYMON SCHOLARSHIP

Adewunmi O. Adetayo
Junior
Community College of Allegheny County
GPA: 3.76
Major: Nursing

COMMENTS FROM RECOMMENDERS

Adewunmi was born in Lagos, Nigeria, as one of seven children. From a 
young age she knew she wanted her life to be instrumental in helping  
alleviate some of the pain and suffering in the world. 

She completed high school at the top of her class and was the Head Girl of 
her school (equivalent to Student Government President), the president of 
the debate team, as well as the third leg runner on her relay team. She has 
a bachelor’s degree in biochemistry from Eastern Michigan University and 
a bachelor of fine arts degree in fashion from Savannah College of Art and 
Design. She has also attended the Summit International School of Ministry.

Her desire to impact her generation and the generations to come is still as 
strong as ever and this led her back to the sciences to pursue a degree in 
nursing – a degree where she knows she will be able to touch the lives of 
the most vulnerable, the sick. She is currently studying nursing at CCAC  
and looking forward to what the future holds.

• “She always showed a positive attitude. She had the ability to conform 
a study group to which she contributed with her knowledge and foreign 
experience. She is able to apply theoretical concepts to common daily 
situations as well as to use them to explain abnormal conditions. Her 
multicultural insight will be highly appreciated in the future.

• … this young lady is passionate and dedicated. She not only possesses the 
intellectual capacity to succeed but the work ethic as well. … she seeks to 
enter into a field that is intellectually challenging and demands dedication, 
hard work and a great deal of compassion. Adewunmi possesses all of 
these characteristics and more. She has an endearing personality, very 
humble and gracious, with a smile that I can only describe as infectious.

• I am enthusiastically confident in Adewunmi’s purposeful passion, 
relationship, and communication skills, technical ability, strength of 
character, and leadership potential.” 
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PBCOHE SCHOLARS

JOHN S. SHROPSHIRE GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP

Prince Denairo Matthews
Graduate Student
The University of Pittsburgh, GSPIA
GPA: 3.79
Major: Public and Nonprofit Management

COMMENTS FROM RECOMMENDERS

Prince Matthews is currently pursuing a master’s degree in public adminis-
tration at the University of Pittsburgh. He completed his undergraduate  
degree at Clarion University of Pennsylvania, majoring in political science 
with Summa Cum Laude honors. Prince sits on the board of directors for 
the Birmingham Foundation and the Pitt GSPIA Diversity Committee, serves 
as a GSPIA mentor, is a member of the Modern African Union Club, and is a 
member of the prestigious Johnson’s Institute for Responsible Leadership’s 
Leadership Portfolio Program.

After graduation, Prince plans to focus more on his community activism  
efforts/personal projects and continue to build an advocacy group to  
mitigate issues in the Black community and impoverished communities. 
Eventually, he would like to get an MPP from the Woodrow Wilson School 
of International and Public Affairs at Princeton, a Ph.D. from the Kennedy 
School of Government at Harvard University, or a JD from Harvard Law 
School. In his leisure time, Prince enjoys writing, social media/viral video 
marketing, and spending time with wife and their daughter, Princess.

• “Prince has a history of impressive accomplishment that reflects his work 
ethic, leadership skills, and passion for public service. I truly believe that 
Prince will accomplish any goal he sets because of his undying ambition 
and his perpetual desire to improve as a person and as a public servant.

• I was very impressed with Prince’s work product and dedication to his 
career goals. He is a highly motivated young man who has shown a level 
of maturity and seriousness of purpose that I have rarely encountered 
through my years of working with other young people. 

• … because of his promise as a leader and the extraordinary fortitude he 
displayed in overcoming challenges. Mr. Matthews displayed keen analytical 
skills and excellent writing and research skills. I know Prince as a truly 
exceptional young person – one who has a rare blend of talent, energy, 
and drive giving him a unique ability to be simultaneously engaged in 
many different activities and excelling at all of them.”
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JUDITH A.W. THOMAS HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP

Cecil Anthony Price, III
Barack Obama Academy of 

International Studies
GPA: 4.000

Fall 2020, University of Pittsburgh
Major: Business

Mariah L. Salters
Sto-Rox Junior/Senior High School

GPA 97.9265
Fall 2020, Robert Morris University

Major: Business Management

Sean’dre Anthony Reid
Pittsburgh CAPA 6-12

GPA: 3.533
Fall 2020, Temple University

Major: Public Relations
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PBCOHE SCHOLARSHIP CRITERIA

A SCHOLARSHIP NOTE

Dr. Brenda Sanders Dédé, Chairperson
PBCOHE, Inc. Scholarship Committee

The Pennsylvania Black Conference on Higher Education, Inc. will award 
$1,000 scholarships to talented undergraduate and graduate African  
American and other underrepresented students (persons of color) in the 
Commonwealth. Applications will be due in early 2021. *First-semester 
freshmen students are NOT eligible.

The scholarships and their respective criteria are herein listed:

THE K. LEROY IRVIS UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP 

These $1000 scholarships will be awarded in each of the regions (Eastern, 
Central & Western) in Pennsylvania to undergraduate students who meet 
these criteria. 

• Outstanding Scholarship.

• Extracurricular activity participation.

• Leadership qualities.

• Interpersonal qualities as alluded to by the student’s references.

• Essay in no more than five typewritten, double-spaced pages on  
“Why I Should Receive a K. Leroy Irvis Scholarship.”

• 3.0 or above grade point average.

• Brief bio sketch and photograph

THE W. TERRELL JONES EDUCATIONAL EQUITY  
SCHOLARSHIP

• ALL of the criteria listed under the K. Leroy Irvis Scholarship category, 
with special emphasis on the student’s leadership skills and academic 
record, and:

• Evidence of work and/or volunteer service in the area of educational 
equity.

• Essay in no more than five typewritten, double-spaced pages on “Why I 
should receive the W. Terrell Jones Educational Equity Scholarship.”
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PBCOHE SCHOLARSHIP CRITERIA

THE ROBERT D. LYNCH LEADERSHIP SCHOLARSHIP

• ALL of the criteria listed under the K. Leroy Irvis Scholarship category, with 
special emphasis on the student’s leadership skills and academic record, 
and:

• Must have attended the Robert D. Lynch Student Leadership  
Development Institute (SLDI).

• Essay in no more than five typewritten, double-spaced pages on  
“Why I should receive the Robert D. Lynch Leadership Scholarship.

THE ESTHER-JAFARI HAYMON SCHOLARSHIP 

The successful recipient of this scholarship must meet the following criteria:

• Valid registration at a college or university in Pennsylvania with a financial 
need.

• Grade Point Average of 2.0 or above.

• Be at least in sophomore year of matriculation.

• Student must demonstrate leadership skills and participation in co-
curricular activities.

• Three letters of recommendation are required. One of the three letters of 
recommendation MUST come from your Financial Aid Office stipulating 
your need.

• Essay in no more than five typewritten, double-spaced pages on “Why I 
Should Receive the Esther-Jafari Haymon Scholarship.”

• Brief bio sketch and photograph (Photo for program booklet).

THE JOHN S. SHROPSHIRE GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP

• ALL of the criteria listed under the K. Leroy Irvis Scholarship category and:

• Earned six graduate credits/hours of study (minimum)

• Essay in no more than five typewritten, double-spaced pages on  
“Why I Should Receive the John S. Shropshire Graduate Scholarship.”
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PBCOHE SCHOLARSHIP CRITERIA

THE JUDITH A. W. THOMAS HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP

Each year, the Pennsylvania Black Conference on Higher Education (PBCO-
HE) will award $1,000 scholarships to two high school seniors from high 
schools of the host Region for the annual PBCOHE Conference. PBCOHE 
will solicit scholarship applications from those schools/districts where mem-
bers of the organization have active community service projects. 

The school/district administrations will receive written notification of the 
scholarship and application process by (same date as for all PBCOHE  
scholarship applications).

The application process and evaluation of the Dr. Judith A. Thomas schol-
arship candidates will be the responsibility of a sub-committee of the PB-
COHE Scholarship Committee that includes three members from the annual 
conference committee and two representatives from the local school dis-
trict(s).

The student selection criteria are as follows:

• Student applicants must have applied and been accepted to a 
Pennsylvania college or university.

• Students must have a significant documented financial need. (The local 
school district members of the sub-committee will verify or document 
need). Student should have completed a FAFSA or provide verification  
that they completed and submitted the FAFSA after submitting the 
PBCOHE application prior to the awarding of the scholarship.

• Students should have at least a B average.

• Provide official high school transcript.

• The student and/or location sponsor(s) must submit an essay of no more 
than three 8 1/2 x 11 double-spaced typewritten pages. The essay should 
emphasize the following characteristics of the candidate:

 Leadership  Community service  Personal strengths
 Career goals  Special talents  Honors and awards

• The application must include three references reachable by telephone or 
e-mail.

• Student applicants should be African American or of African descent.

• The scholarship will be awarded to the student once he/she has 
matriculated to a Pennsylvania college or university. (The student must 
present proof of registration to PBCOHE secretary.)

• Scholarship award will be sent directly to the university that the student is 
attending.

• Student will be assigned a mentor from the PBCOHE.
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FOR WHOM THE SCHOLARSHIPS ARE NAMED

K. Leroy Irvis, founder of PBCOHE. 
First Black Speaker of the House of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (1977). 
Statesman, Civil Rights Leader. 

John S. Shropshire, 10th president of 
PBCOHE (1995-1996). Dean of Enrollment 
Management at Clarion University. First 
African American elected to a county 
commissioner’s seat in the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania (1999). 

Robert D. Lynch, seventh president of 
PBCOHE (1985-1990). Retired, Lock Haven 
University. Responsible for building the 
PBCOHE Student Leadership Development 
Institute (SLDI) to what it is today. 

Esther-Jafari Haymon, educator. Mother 
of Drs. Francene and Elmer Haymon. First 
chairperson of the scholarship committee.

W. Terrell Jones, 17th President of PBCOHE 
(2008-2010). Vice provost for educational 
equity at Pennsylvania State University. 
Outstanding humanitarian. Responsible for 
recording the history of PBCOHE up to 2011.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

PBCOHE ANNUAL RETREAT

JUNE 2020

INSTITUTE FOR EDUCATIONAL MANAGEMENT

AND LEADERSHIP (IEML)

JUNE 2020

PBCOHE

34TH ANNUAL ROBERT D. LYNCH 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE

OCTOBER 16-18, 2020
HARRISBURG, PA

PBCOHE 

51ST ANNUAL CONFERENCE

MARCH 2021
HARRISBURG, PA

PBCOHE.COM



Design by PAGES
(Printing and Graphics Express Services)

Clarion University



PBCOHE, INC. EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
2018-2020

PRESIDENT
Dr. John B. Craig
Director, Academic Development 
Program/ACT101
West Chester University of PA 
Lawrence Center Room 232 
West Chester, PA 19383 
Phone: 610-436-3133
jcraig@wcupa.edu

VICE/PRESIDENT-ELECT 
Mrs. Valdijah Brown 
Director, ACT101/EOP
Thaddeus Stevens College of Tech 
750 East King Street 
Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: 717-391-7299
brownv@stevenscollege.edu

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 
JOURNAL CO-EDITOR
Dr. Sharon Stringer 
Professor, Communications 
Lock Haven University of PA 
603 Robinson Hall
Lock Haven, PA 17745 
Phone: 570-484 2092
sstringe@lhup.edu

CENTRAL REGION DIRECTOR 
JOURNAL CO-EDITOR
Dr. Shavonne Shorter
Assistant Professor, Communications 
Bloomsburg University of PA
1128 McCormick Center 
400 East Second Street 
Bloomsburg, PA 17815
Phone: 570-389-5423
sshorter@bloomu.edu

EASTERN REGION DIRECTOR
Mrs. Madeline Somerville-Reeves 
Coord., Black Student Retention 
Delaware Co. Community College 
901 South Media Line Road
Media, PA 19063
Phone: 610-359-5215
msomervillereeves@dccc.edu

WESTERN REGION DIRECTOR
Mr. Michael Phillips
Director, Penn State Univ – Pgh 
APO 1001 Liberty Ave., Suite R14-A 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
Phone: 412-263-2903
map5@psu.edu

PARLIAMENTARIAN
Mr. Lawrence A. Dowdy**
ldowdy3@gmail.com

ACT-SO/NAACP
EDUCATION POLICY CO-CHAIRS 
Mr. Kaaba Brunson** 
kaabanjie@verizon.net

Dr. Judith A. W. Thomas**
67thomas@gmail.com

SECRETARY MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 
Ms. Karla Roach
PHEAA PA School Services 
1200 North 7th Street, HQ3A 
Harrisburg, PA 17102
Phone: 717-720-2657
kroach@pheaa.org

TREASURER
Mrs. Verona Griffin**
1823 Howell Street
North Versailles, PA 15137 Phone: 
717-525-4913
veewb@aol.com

BUSINESS LIAISON THINK TANK 
CHAIR
Dr. Francene Haymon-Phillips**
102 Parkside Place
Cranberry Township, PA 16066 
Phone: 724-776-4314
francene@consolidated.net

EMERITUS PAST PRESIDENT
Dr. Richard E. Arnold**
2393 Wheatland Circle
Delmont, PA 15626 
arnold@scots.edinboro.edu

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
IEML CO-DIRECTOR/HISTORIAN 
SCHOLARSHIP CHAIRPERSON
Dr. Brenda Sanders Dédé**
P.O. Box  290 
Clarion, PA 16214 
bsdede48@gmail.com

IEML CO-DIRECTOR
Mr. Ron Felder
PHEAA PA School Services 1200 North 
7th Street, HQ3A Harrisburg, PA 17102
Phone: 267-294-8204
rfelder@pheaa.org
 
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION CHAIR
Dr. George Agbango
Acting Provost
Dean of Undergraduate Education 
Bloomsburg University of PA 
400 East 2nd Street
Bloomsburg, PA 17815
Phone: 570-389-4516
gagbango@bloomu.edu

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
2020 CONFERENCE CO-CHAIR
Dr. Pricilla A. Robertson
CCAC Navigator, Student Development 
Adjunct Faculty, Developmental Studies 
Comm. College of Allegheny County 
800 Allegheny Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15233
Phone: 724-325-6617
probertson@ccac.edu

2020 CONFERENCE CO-CHAIR 
Ms. Rachael Banks 
Assistant Director
Penn State Univ – Pgh APO 1001 
Liberty Ave., Suite R14-A 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
Phone: 412-263-2901
rjb54@psu.edu

SLDI DIRECTOR
Mrs. Barbara A. Thompson**
bagthompson@comcast.net

MARKETING AND FUNDRAISING
Vacant

**Emeritus Member

PBCOHE.COM


